
Is your Probus Club on-line?

Col Pask ( Retired)

Ringwood Clocktower Probus Club

• Member 2008 - 2026

• Webmaster 2012 - 2026

• President 2017-18

• Life Member 2021

• Secretary 2022

• Convenor – different activities



SOURCE: https://data.stateglobe.com/australia/internet-usage-by-age-statistics
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How we use the internet



How we use the internet



• Website: – the primary online presence. 

• Facebook Page – For public promotion and sharing event photos and news.  

Include a link to your club’s website 

• Facebook Group (Private) – Optional, for current members to share 

updates, reminders, and socialize online. 

• YouTube – For sharing videos of special events, guest speakers, or activity 

highlights (optional). 

• Instagram – Optional, for sharing photos to engage a broader audience. 

On-Line presence for Probus Clubs



How a Website is Hosted, Built and Delivered to the End User

Domain Name

(e.g. mywebsite.com.au)

Web Hosting

(Server Space & 

Databases)

Website Build

(WordPress / 

HTML / CMS)

Domain Email

(info@mywebsite.com.au)

End User

(Visitor using 

Browser)

• The domain name points visitors to the hosting server.

• The website files are stored on the hosting account.

• Domain-based emails are usually linked to the same domain and hosting provider.

• End users access the website using a web browser.

Hosting 

Company



Your Probus Club’s Website should:

• Exist!  Many clubs still do not have a website

• Easy to find by search engines ( Google, Bing, Yahoo….)

• Look Appealing to prospective new members: 

• NOT look dated 

• NOT Cluttered with text and poor picture quality

• List of up-to-date activities

• ALL Images are fresh and crisp 

• Project “how young you feel” not how old you are.



What do you want your Probus Club’s 

Website to do.
• 'Showcase’ your club

• Be attractive to prospective members

• List & show your management committee

• Provide information on Club Activities

• Source for club documentation

• Show members enjoying themselves

• Provide details about your club – Meeting place and times

• Provide application forms



Your Probus Club’s Website extras

• Bookings, Calendar, Shop

• Members to click on Interest to attend events

• Buy registration, badges, group tickets 

• Members resources to read

• Forms, constitution*, PSPL Insurance Cover doc, selected past 

presenter docs.



FREE WEB HOSTING

• Probus South Pacific 

Reserves a page for 

every club created on 

their books

• From that page Clubs 

are to build and host 

their own website and 

social media links.



FREE WEB HOSTING

• Wordpress has a 

basic free version

• You may find the need 

to buy add on feature 

after the page is up 

and running.

• Requires a website 

manager with some 

basic web hosting and 

Content Management 

System (CSM) skills



• The WordPress.com free plan offers a basic, hosted website builder suitable for 

personal blogs or testing the platform. 

• Key features include a free subdomain (yoursite.wordpress.com). 

• 1GB to 3GB of storage. 

• SSL certificate. 

• Essential Jetpack security features, 

• Free themes. 

• However, it includes mandatory WordPress ads, no plugin support, and limited 

customization.

Free Wordpress.com plan



MODEST FEES WEB HOSTING

• SHOPIFY has a basic 

free version

• Easier to use than 

Wordpress

• Generally nicer looking 

website themes and 

templates for look and 

feel than some other 

platforms



Examples of Club Websites

Following are some examples of Probus 

Club Websites.

When you look at each website, check to 

see if that website meets the criteria we 

have spoken about.

Make a list of what is good and what is 

bad about each website



Examples of Club Websites

https://www.clocktower.org.au

https://bearbrassprobus.org/

https://microsites.probussouthpacific.org/mic

rosites/croydonpark/Home

https://olindaprobus.org

Wordpress (Suffusion)

Clubrunner

PSPL Microsite

Spotify

https://www.montalbertprobus.com/ Wordpress (neve)

https://probusblackburnsouth.org.au/ Wordpress (astra)

https://microsites.probussouthpacific.

org/microsites/eastmalvern/Address_

and_Contact_Details

PSPL Microsite

https://beaumarisprobus.org.au/ Wordpress (hello-elementor)
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Examples of Club Websites

The following screen shots are of the first page of each 

club’s website.  Whilst it will show some things it is much 

better to really look at the website itself.

What were your first impressions?

Did your first impressions change when you looked at    

the actual website?  If so - why?
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Examples of Club Websites
Screenshot 2026-04-22 at 10.53.25 pm.png

https://olindaprobus.org


Examples of Club Websites



Examples of Club Websites
Screenshot 2026-04-22 at 11.00.21 pm.png

https://microsites.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/donvalehill/home


Examples of Club Websites



Examples of Club Websites



Examples of Club Websites



On-Line Payments

• Wordpress using plugin: 

Simple Shopping Cart. – see  screen 

shot right

• Shopify

• Tyro



On-Line Payments

• Tyro.

• Tyro works on all popular smart 

phones to collect payments from 

members on the spot directly into your 

club bank account

• Members “tap your smart phone” or use 

their Debt Card to tap your phone.



Emails - Mailchimp

• Mailchimp is a popular all-in-one marketing platform designed to help 

organizations manage email lists, create newsletters, automate campaigns, and 

track engagement. 

For a club, it is useful for sending member updates, newsletters, event invitations, 

and welcome emails to new members.

• Also consider MailerLite, EmailOctopus

https://mailchimp.com/
https://mailchimp.com/


Handy Email Setups

• Mailchimp Costs for a Club (2026)

• Free Plan ($0/mo): Extremely limited. Covers up to 250 contacts and 500 email sends per month (250 
daily limit). It lacks automation and email scheduling, and includes Mailchimp branding.

• Essentials Plan (from ~$13/mo): Starts at $13/month for 500 contacts. This plan removes branding, allows 
email scheduling, and offers 24/7 support. Costs rise with list size (e.g., ~2,500 contacts = ~$45/month).

• Standard Plan (from ~$20/mo): Starts at $20/month for 500 contacts. It adds advanced automation, 
customer journeys, and better segmentation. At 2,500 contacts, this typically costs ~$60/month.

• Nonprofit Discount: Verified nonprofits and charities can receive a 15% discount on paid plans



In break out group we can explore details like:

• Our on-line presence

• What your club’s on-line presence is.

• Benefits of On-Line presence

• What have been the challenges

• What lessons have we learnt.



Thank You

Enjoy your lunch
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